
Why is There Evil and 
Suffering?

This term, we will be focussing on 
understanding what is meant by the 

terms ‘evil and suffering’. We also will 
be looking at the differences between 
natural and moral evil and nature vs. 
nurture. We will then look at what it 

means to be ‘good’ and the different 
situations / variables that lead to 

moral or immoral behaviour as well as 
an examination of whether or not evil 

and suffering disprove the existence of 
God. 

We will achieve this through a study of 
a key text called ‘Teacher’s Dead’ by 

Benjamin Zephaniah.

- Spring Term - - Summer Term -
What Happens After 

We Die?
This term, we will be focussing on an 
examination of the different beliefs 

surrounding life after death. 
We will look at different religious and 
non-religious beliefs and examine the 
strengths and weaknesses of these. 

We will then draw our own 
conclusions on what happens after 

we die.

Religious Education – Year 8

- Autumn Term -
What Are the Origins 

of Life?
This unit builds upon your foundation 

knowledge of religious texts and 
leaders/prophets from Year 7 by 

looking at the first core teachings in 
many faiths. Many faiths begin their 

holy texts with an account of creation, 
so it seems logical to begin with these 

concepts ourselves after our 
introduction to religion. We also 

examine the role that faith plays in 
both science and religion. 

This unit also continues to develop 
your evaluative skills by asking you to 

examine, compare and conclude 
which aspects of the theories 

presented are most reliable/believable 
to you.



Religious Education – Year 8 – Autumn Term

- Autumn Term -

What Are the Origins of Life?
This unit builds upon your foundation 

knowledge of religious texts and 
leaders/prophets from Year 7 by 

looking at the first core teachings in 
many faiths. Many faiths begin their 

holy texts with an account of creation, 
so it seems logical to begin with these 

concepts ourselves after our 
introduction to religion. We also 

examine the role that faith plays in 
both science and religion. 

This unit also continues to develop 
your evaluative skills by asking you to 

examine, compare and conclude 
which aspects of the theories 

presented are most 
reliable/believable to you.



Religious Education – Year 8 – Spring Term

Why is There Evil and 
Suffering?

This term, we will be focussing on 
understanding what is meant by the 

terms ‘evil and suffering’. We also will 
be looking at the differences between 
natural and moral evil and nature vs. 
nurture. We will then look at what it 
means to be ‘good’ and the different 

situations / variables that lead to 
moral or immoral behaviour as well 
as an examination of whether or not 

evil and suffering disprove the 
existence of God. 

We will achieve this through a study 
of a key text called ‘Teacher’s Dead’ 

by Benjamin Zephaniah.

- Spring Term -



Religious Education – Year 8 – Summer Term

- Summer Term -

What Happens After We 
Die?

This term, we will be focussing on an 
examination of the different beliefs 

surrounding life after death. 
We will look at different religious and 
non-religious beliefs and examine the 
strengths and weaknesses of these. 

We will then draw our own 
conclusions on what happens after 

we die.


