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Place Value and Decimals

Did you know that the first recorded place value system was used by the Mesopotamians over
4000 years ago. They used a base 60 number system meaning they had 60 different numerical
digits whereas we only have ten, 0-9.

This half term we will be sticking to the familiar base-ten system and in particular what happens
in the place value to the right of the decimal point i.e. tenths, hundredths, thousandths etc.
Decimals appear everywhere in real life and so it is crucial that we know how to handle them
effectively as mathematicians.
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