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Introduction
My Choices
What will I be studying next year?
Next year you will continue to study the core subjects of English, mathematics, combined science, RE and ICT.
You will also be able to pick three option subjects to study alongside these core subjects. Choosing these subjects is
an extremely important decision because it will affect what you can study at A-level and beyond, as well as shaping
your school life for the next three years.

How long will I spend studying each subject?
For years 9 and 10 you will have:
• Four hours per week of English
• Four hours per week of maths
• Five hours per week of science
• Two hours per week of each of your options subjects
• Two hours per week of RE
• Two hours per week of SAS

Can I choose any subjects?
You have a very free choice, but there are some rules. You will have to choose at least one subject from the EBACC:
geography, history or Spanish. You cannot choose art and design alongside graphic communication, as they are both
art GCSE qualifications so only one would count for you. You also cannot opt for both drama and dance, as once again
they cancel each other out.

What is an EBACC subject?
EBACC stands for ‘English Baccalaureate’. EBACC subjects are more desirable for colleges, universities and employers. Most
students will have to do at least one so that they are able to apply for a wide range of opportunities when they are older.
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Will I definitely be able to study the subjects I choose?
We do our very best to make sure you can, but unfortunately we cannot make any guarantees. Sometimes only a small
number choose a certain subject and we are not able to run it; sometimes a student chooses two subjects that have
lessons at the same time, and they have to pick which one they would rather go to. When we are deciding how to
organise the timetable we always try to make sure as many students as possible can study their preferred subjects.
Once you have made your three preferences, one from each block, we would ask you to select one other preference as
a reserve subject, in case initial preferences cannot be met.

Moving to number grades
Why have GCSEs changed?
GCSE qualifications are now taught in a different way to previous GCSE qualifications. Your courses will require you to
learn less material, but to do so in much greater depth. The qualifications will require you to be flexible, and to use your
skills and knowledge in a variety of ways. All qualifications are now assessed using number grades 9-1.

What can I do to be successful?
As always, your teachers will guide you on the things that you need to do. In general, though, it is likely that
independent work will be even more important than before. If you want to do one thing to help yourself, you should
make sure that you read every day, either fiction or non-fiction.

What do I need to do now?
The most important thing to do is start to think carefully about the subjects you want to study. Use the time at your
parents’ evening to talk with teachers about any questions you have. You might want to ask the teachers that you are
already working with whether they feel you will enjoy the subject. You can ask teachers of new subjects for more detail
about what the next three years would look like.
When you meet with your college leader you should already have a clear picture of your preferred subjects, and you
should also have selected a reserve preference, in case initial options cannot be satisfied.
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Curriculum Choices Timeline
Please find below a timeline of events that have been put in place to support students and their parents in the
curriculum choices decision making process. Year 8 Options Evening is to be held on Wednesday 24th January 2018.
This is an important and exciting time for year 8 students as they are asked to make choices for courses leading to
their GCSE or BTEC examinations in 2020.
Students will receive a copy of the Year 8 Curriculum Choice sheet which has all of the subjects and pathways
detailed in this booklet.

Important dates
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Date

Process

Monday 15th January 2018

Year 8 Assembly

Wednesday 24th January 2018

Year 8 Curriculum Choice Evening

Thursday 1st February 2018

Year 8 Parents’ Meeting

Thursday 8th February 2018

Final Option Choices

Core
Subjects

Cambridge Nationals in Creative iMedia
Why is it important to study Creative iMedia?
Cambridge Nationals are a new and modern qualification that have GCSE equivalency and are widely recognised by colleges
and employers. The Creative iMedia course can challenge the most able students while still being accessible to everyone.

What will I be learning about?
Students learn the important steps taken in the creation of exciting multimedia products on the computers. They use
Adobe Photoshop to manipulate and adapt images for a wide range of uses. They then learn how to create animations
and short videos. It requires students to show imagination and helps them gain the skills to put their vision into practice.

Where does Creative iMedia lead?
The course provides an exciting introduction to the media industry. Many students will consider the option of a career
in this sector, be it relating to traditional print media, television and film, or web productions. Adobe Photoshop is the
industry standard graphics editing package and gaining experience in its use from year 9 will greatly enhance student
abilities as they progress through their education. The experience of creating animations and video will also help those
who wish to move into a range of creative careers.

How will I be assessed?
1 Hour Examination: Worth 25% of overall qualification
Based on pre-released scenarios which give students the best opportunity to prepare for the exam.
3 x Coursework Assignments
Based on assignments relating to the manipulation of graphics and the creation of animation and video.
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Combined Science: Trilogy
Why is it important to study science?
Science is all around us, all of the time. Science is constantly changing and evolving and leads to new discoveries,
applications and innovations. Advances in medical science have helped to save millions of lives. Climate scientists
will also help to combat global warming, whilst environmental scientists are working to stop species from becoming
extinct. Progress in science is accelerating including medical advances, material engineering, robotics and space
exploration. You can be involved in the future of science and you will witness hundreds of groundbreaking scientific
advances throughout your life (just watch the news!). Even if you don’t pursue a career in science, the skills developed
in your science lessons will allow you to problem solve, analyse, apply new knowledge, develop opinions, discuss and
debate, lead, innovate and work practically in a range of situations.

Where does science lead?
Employers want young people who have an understanding of how science works and the importance of science in
the world around of us is increasing all the time. After GCSE, you could go to sixth form or college to take A-levels in
science or sports science, which could then take you on to university to study a wide range of courses, from marine
biology, veterinary medicine, engineering or chemistry to astrophysics and nuclear physics! Alternatively, you could
enter an apprenticeship as a mechanic, plumber, electrician or hairdresser, or work for a science-based company.
There is a massive range of science-based jobs available. In the future you could find yourself being a research scientist,
a forensic scientist, a developmental farmer, developing foods and drinks, working with genetics, helping to protect the
environment, computing, working in automotive design, an ecologist, a doctor, a nurse, or even a zookeeper! Science
really is everywhere! Be the future!

What will I be learning about?
In combined science, you will get an overall combined science qualification in which you will study biology, chemistry
and physics topics. Within the topics you will cover:
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Biology
• Cell biology
• Organisation

Chemistry
• Atomic structure and the periodic table,
bonding, structure, and the properties of matter

Physics
• Energy
• Electricity

• Infection and response

• Quantitative chemistry

• Bioenergetics

• Chemical changes

• Homeostasis and

• Energy changes

• Atomic structure

• The rate and extent of chemical change

• Forces

• Organic chemistry

• Waves

• Chemical analysis

• Magnetism and

response
• Inheritance, variation and
evolution
• Ecology

• Chemistry of the atmosphere

• Particle model of
matter

electromagnetism

• Using resources

As part of the topics listed above in biology, chemistry and physics, you will also complete various experiments and
practical activities.

How will I be assessed?
Exam board: AQA GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy
Exam duration: You will sit a total of six exams at the end of year 11 - two for biology, two for chemistry and two for
physics. Each exam lasts for 1 hour and 15 minutes and is worth 16.7% of the GCSE.
These exams will test your knowledge and understanding of the topic areas listed in the section above. There is no
coursework element to the GCSE combined science course and so your knowledge of practical work will be tested
within your six examinations.
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English Language and Literature
Why is it important to study English?
The ability to read and write clearly is crucial in every aspect of school and life beyond. Studying English will help you
with these skills, as well as developing your ability to analyse language and evaluate the writer’s craft. English makes
you challenge ideas and conceptions about language, so that you can challenge and question the world around you.

What will I be learning about?
In 2016 a new GCSE specification was introduced. For English language you will study a range of fiction and non-fiction
sources. You will also be expected to produce creative writing and non-fiction writing in a variety of forms for differing
purposes and audiences.
For English literature you will study the following set texts:
• Romeo and Juliet – William Shakespeare
• A Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens
• An Inspector Calls - J.B. Priestley
• Power and Conflict Poetry cluster (AQA)

Where does English lead?
English is a subject which opens up endless opportunities and potential career paths. The majority of college
courses and employers require candidates to have a good grade in English. The career routes accessible with English
qualifications are endless, some include: journalism, writing, law, teaching, publishing.

How will I be assessed?
Four final examinations in year 11 – two for language and two for literature:
• English Language Paper 1: Explorations in creative reading and writing
• English Language Paper 2: Writer’s viewpoints and perspectives
• English Literature Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th century novel
• English Literature Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry
12

Mathematics
Why is it important to study mathematics?
Mathematics is a universal language, which we use every day. Not only will studying mathematics give students the
knowledge to tackle scientific and abstract problems, it will also help equip students with the vital numeracy skills
required to manage their finances and understand budgeting.

What will I be learning about?
A new GCSE specification has been released for mathematics, with the first exams sat in June 2016. This specification
focuses on mastering mathematics through applying knowledge to problems which combine a number of topics. The
course content is divided into 4 strands:
• Number: including calculations, fractions, percentages and ratios
• Algebra: including solving equations, sequences and graphs
• Geometry: including area, perimeter, volume and angles
• Statistics: including data, averages and probability

Where does mathematics lead?
Mathematics is a subject which opens up endless opportunities and potential career paths. The majority of college
courses and employers require candidates to have a good level in mathematics. That is because it complements
many other subjects such as sciences, geography, computing and business studies. Obvious career routes include
accounting, engineering, and medicine, whilst the skill set established makes mathematics a fantastic subject for any
career and boosts earning potential.

How will I be assessed?
The whole mathematics course is assessed through examinations at the end of year 11. Each exam is equally weighted
and worth 80 marks (totalling 240 marks between the three). One of the three papers is completed without the use of
a calculator and the other two allow the use of a calculator. Each paper assesses the complete specification meaning
that questions on any topic can be asked. Each exam paper will have a range of more straightforward procedure based
questions as well as some problem solving questions.
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Religious Studies
Why is it important to study religious studies?
Religion is an inescapable part of our world. It is central to the way our values and social systems have developed over
time. Culture, art, laws and even wars are all shaped by religious perspectives. You cannot understand people, or the
world, without understanding religion. Religious studies will offer you excellent opportunities to develop your critical
thinking skills. It offers a unique mix of textual study, social analysis, and philosophical discussion and debate.
Religious studies require students to work collaboratively, develop dialogue and look for practical and fair ways of
resolving conflicts.

What will I be learning about?
Religious studies is not ‘religious’: the way you study it will not depend on any particular religious perspective.
Instead, you will develop your knowledge and understanding of different world religions, and their texts and practices.
You will apply, and critique, religious approaches to practical and philosophical issues.

Where does religious studies lead?
Religious studies is a highly regarded subject by both universities and employers. This is because instead of teaching
you what to think, it teaches you how to think. It is particularly suitable for anybody hoping to study a humanities or
literature based A-level, or who is interested in a career in law, education, politics, health care, social work or the media.

How will I be assessed?
Assessment is 100% examination made up of three exam papers at the end of year 11.
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SAS (Skills Action Service)
Why is it important to study SAS (Skills Action Service)?
Qualifications are essential to success, but so are skills, experience and your character. SAS is a chance to focus on
these aspects of your development within the Academy day. SAS provides students with the opportunity to try new
activities, support their community, and work in teams with people from inside and outside of the school. Just as
importantly, we know that students very much enjoy their SAS options.

What will I be learning about?
The SAS programme changes every year depending on the interests of the students. Each student has the chance to
pick three options over the year. Year 7 and 8 complete the building resilience option as a compulsory course in one
term. Previous activities have included archery, language and culture, dance, creative cooks, musical theatre, sport,
judo, film and cinema, and arts and crafts.

Where does SAS lead?
SAS can and will lead absolutely anywhere: there is no part of the adult world where the project management skills,
resilience, confidence, and enterprising attributes that SAS develops will not be incredibly useful. More than that, SAS
provides you with opportunities to try new activities and the chance to develop an interest that may turn into a lifelong
passion, or even a career.

How will I be assessed?
There is no strict assessment with SAS but each student has a SAS passport where they record their experiences and
receive merits. A completed passport enables students to enter the Academy’s SAS league of bronze, silver or gold.
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Buenos
días

EBACC
Option Subjects
¿Cómo está
usted?

Geography
Why is it important to study geography?
Geography includes a study of the natural environment and the pressures it faces in the 21st century. It looks at how and
why the world is changing and the choices that exist in managing our world for the future. The course will help you to
understand issues in the news and the world around you.

What will I be studying?
The syllabus followed is the updated AQA GCSE specification. The topics you will study are:
• The challenge of natural hazards
• The living world
• Physical landscapes in the UK
• Urban issues and challenges
• The changing economic world
• Fieldwork skills

Where does geography lead?
Geography helps to develop a range of skills including communication, problem solving and decision-making skills. You
will be handling data, writing reports and will need to justify decisions you make. These are all important skills and this
is why employers rate a GCSE in geography very highly. Geography is a good foundation subject for careers in media,
tourism, resource management, teaching, business and health.

How will I be assessed?
GCSE geography assessment will allow you to demonstrate your ability to draw together your knowledge,
understanding and skill across the course. The exams will measure how you have achieved these assessment objectives:
Paper 1: Living with the physical environment - 35%
Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment - 35%
Paper 3: Geographical applications - 30%
18

History
Why is it important to study history?
History is not just about facts and dates. It is a subject for anyone who wants to understand why humans behaved
the way they did in the past, for anyone interested in the events that have shaped the world we live in today, and for
anyone interested in solving puzzles, developing arguments and taking part in debates. Studying history will develop
your ability to think clearly and logically, research, analyse, hypothesise, argue and criticise. Historians actively search
for an interpretation of the past. It is commonly acknowledged that an understanding of the past is fundamental to an
understanding of the present. Most importantly, history is both fascinating and fun as it combines the excitement of
exploration and discovery with the sense of reward born of successfully confronting and making sense of complex and
challenging problems.

What will I be studying?
Students will complete one thematic study, in which you explore change and continuity across a substantial period
of history, longer than 1,000 years. A further study covers the development of a particular society across a period of
50 years. In addition, the course will allow students to substantially cover two specific historic periods, giving them a
thorough understanding of what life was like at different times and in different places.

Where does history lead?
History encourages students to think, argue, discuss, communicate and challenge. It is accepted by higher education
institutions to be a challenging discipline and is favourably looked upon. As well as a requirement for the more obvious
professions such as law, museum work, teaching, and archaeology, history acts as a platform for careers in law, politics,
civil service, the media, management and education amongst many others.

How will I be assessed?
Students will be assessed through a range of source analysis questions and short, detailed explanations of the
causes and consequences of key events. Regular homework and end of unit assessments will be the way in which
this is achieved.
19

Modern Foreign Language: Spanish
Why is it important to study Spanish?
A foreign language is a good accompaniment to any other subject. Scientists, mathematicians, computer programmers,
sportsmen/women, journalists - everyone planning to work with other people – should consider continuing their
foreign language to GCSE. It is not just the language itself, but also the skills: good communication, understanding
and respect for other cultures and increased confidence - all these are useful life and work skills; your ability to
communicate in another language is a bonus!

What will I be learning about?
You will be learning to speak, listen, read and write in your foreign language. By the time you sit your GCSE exams, you
will be experienced in writing clear letters, emails and accounts in the foreign language, as well as speaking in a range
of different situations – at the doctor’s, airport, market or restaurant, for example.

Where does a Spanish GCSE lead?
Many universities prefer their students to have a language at GCSE. It is certainly useful in the world of work: whether you
are planning to work as a pilot, cabin crew, politician, lawyer or in banking or sales, a knowledge of a foreign language
is always a useful addition to your skills and qualifications. Even for those working in the UK, in a company which sells
internationally through the Internet, or in a medical or other caring profession, the ability to communicate in a foreign
language is not just a help when you are on holiday, but often leads to other career opportunities locally or worldwide.

How will I be assessed?
There are three papers and a speaking exam to complete:
Paper 1: Listening – 25% of your final grade
Paper 2: Speaking – 25% of your final grade
Paper 3: Reading – 25% of your final grade
Paper 4: Writing – 25% of your final grade
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Other
Option Subjects

Art and Design
Why is it important to study art and design?
Within the context of formal education the subject supports personal, social, moral, spiritual, cultural and creative
development, and enables participants to engage with and explore visual, tactile and other sensory experiences and
how to recognise and communicate ideas and meanings. These opportunities enable them to work with traditional and
new media, so that they develop confidence, competence, imagination and creativity.
Through these opportunities they learn to appreciate and value images and artefacts across times and cultures, and
to understand the contexts in which they were made. Experiences in art, craft and design enable them to learn how to
reflect critically on their own and others’ work. They learn to think and act as artists, makers and designers, working
creatively and intelligently. They develop an appreciation of and engagement in art, craft and design as critical consumers
and audiences and an understanding of its role in the creative and cultural industries that shape and enrich their lives.

What will I be learning about?
The course encourages you to push the boundaries of your own abilities, taking risks, learning through experimentation
and adapting your work to create excellent outcomes. As part of the course you will study the work of other artists who
may influence and inspire your own work. You will benefit from a range of educational experiences, including working
with artists and designers and viewing artwork first hand in galleries and exhibitions. In addition to this, you will exhibit
your own work in the annual Tudor Grange Art Exhibition.

Where does art and design lead?
Art supports your development of self–expression, creativity and communication. It can enhance and build upon
your verbal expression and how you interpret values and ideas. Possible careers that stem from studying art include;
animator, ceramicist, community arts worker, fashion designer, furniture designer/restorer, graphic designer,
illustrator, product designer, make-up artist, photographer, fine artist, production designer in theatre/television/film
or interior designer.
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How will I be assessed?
Throughout the 3 years of study you will be required to create a portfolio of coursework which will be assessed and will
count as 60% of your final mark. The coursework will consist of at least one major project and one mini project.
You will be required to sit a 10 hour exam split over two days, and this work will be assessed and will count as 40% of
your final mark.
There are four assessment objectives which are equally weighted.
AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources.
AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, materials, techniques
and processes.
AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses.
AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates understanding of
visual language.
Each component is marked out of a total of 96 marks. As the assessment objectives are equally weighted in each
component, there is a maximum of 24 marks for each of the assessment objectives. The marks, out of 24, for each
assessment objective must be added together to produce the total mark out of 96.
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Cambridge Nationals in Sports Studies
Why is it important to study sports studies?
Level 1/2 Cambridge Nationals in Sports Studies is a great opportunity for students that really enjoy playing sport and
learning about the sports industry.

What will I be learning about?
During the course you will complete 4 units of work. These are developing sports skills, sports leadership,
contemporary issues and sport and the media. Over the two week timetable, you will complete two practical lessons
and two theory lessons. During the practical lessons you will do a range of team and individual sports. You will also
develop your leadership skills as you will have the opportunity to coach and lead younger students.

Where does sports studies lead?
This course will enable you to study A-Level PE or any other college sport course. This can eventually lead into jobs such
as PE teaching, sports coaching, personal training and many other jobs in the sports industry.

How will I be assessed?
Each of the 4 units will have written assessments. You will also be assessed on your practical sport and leadership skills.
There is also one written exam for the contemporary issues unit.
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Dance
Why is it important to study dance?
Dance is good for both body and soul. It is an amazing workout, a great way of expressing yourself, an effective method
for relieving stress and, most importantly, it is fun. As well as providing you with an opportunity to develop as a dancer
and choreographer, a dance BTEC will allow you to study the theory of dance, developing your analytical, evaluative
and communication skills.

What will I be learning about?
In addition to developing your technical and performance skills, you will gain knowledge and understanding of
performance and choreography and the ability to recognise and analyse dance works. You will learn about the
performing arts industry as a whole and be able to present your findings in both written and practical form. You will
explore different styles of dance, such as Contemporary and Jazz.

Where does dance lead?
Specific careers in dance include dance teacher or lecturer, dance therapist, performer, choreographer or community
dance officer. Dance students are dedicated and creative, and so are excellent candidates for further study or work in
any area. Whether or not you go on to study dance, completing the BTEC will leave you with a lifelong love of dance
and provide you with transferable skills that you can take forward into any career path.

How will I be assessed?
Assessment is measured in 3 components:
1. Exploring the Performing Arts - (Internally assessed)
Learning aims:
• Examine professional practitioners’ performance work
• Explore the interrelationships between constituent features of existing performance material
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For component 1 you will be assessed on your core knowledge and understanding of performance styles, practitioner’s
roles and responsibilities and their skills and techniques. You will also be assessed on your development and application
of practical and interpretive skills in dance, through workshops and classes, and your written and verbal reflective
practice of the process in either a presentation or extended writing task.
2. Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing Arts - (Internally assessed)
Learning aims:
• Develop skills and techniques for performance
• Apply skills and techniques in rehearsal and performance
• Review own development and performance
For component 2 you will be assessed on the development of your dance skills and technique, your ability to apply
dance skills in class and within performances, and your ability to evaluate your own development of your skills.
3. Performing to a brief - (Externally assessed)
Learning aims:
• Understand how to respond to a brief
• Select and develop skills and techniques in response to a brief
• Apply skills and techniques in a workshop performance in response to a brief
• Evaluate the development process and outcome in response to a brief
For component 3 you will be assessed on your ability to apply skills and techniques creatively to a workshop
performance for a selected audience. You will be given a brief and a stimulus from the exam board and will have up to 3
hours to create a performance in group sizes of 3-7. This will be completed under supervised conditions and performed
to an examiner from Edexcel as well as your class teacher.
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Design and Technology: Product Design
Why is it important to study product design?
It is easy to take everyday products that we use for granted, but good design involves creating something that works
well and is satisfying to use. Product design looks at the way everything we use in everyday life is designed and made,
from a t-shirt to a TV. You are designing to meet a commercial need and to design and manufacture a successful
product you need to know what consumers need, and want, and how materials and industrial technologies can be
used to create it. GCSE Design and Technology: Product Design enables students to design and make products
with creativity and originality, using a range of materials and techniques. Packaging, labelling and instructions are
encouraged as part of the complete design proposal, while advertising and points of sale can be used to supplement
the making experience and help create products which can be evaluated for their commercial viability.

What will I be learning about?
Design and technology is a practical subject area which requires the application of knowledge and understanding
when developing ideas, planning, producing products and evaluating them. The distinction between designing and
making is a convenient one to make, but in practice the two often merge. For example, research can involve not only
investigating printed matter and people’s opinions, but also investigating e.g. proportions, adhesives, colour, structures
and materials through practical work. You will develop skills and experiment working with a whole range of new
materials, processes and industrial applications. Your aim is to develop a wide understanding of design and technology
and to design, plan and manufacture a range of high quality outcomes. Use of ICT and CAD/CAM will play a major role in
this course and you will undertake real tasks relating to the work of a professional designer and industrial manufacturer.

Where does product design lead?
It is design and technology that supports the development of a wide range of capabilities, within and beyond
immediate subject content, which forms an essential part of education and preparation for life for all young people.
For some this will be the start-point of graduate, technician or craft level careers in the creative, engineering and
manufacturing sectors. Design and technology is for all, however, and it must also be right that decision makers
at a public level, including county councillors, politicians and company executives, have the skills, knowledge and
understanding to take actions that best promote quality of life, protect security and preserve the environment.
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DEMOCRACY

Drama
Why is it important to study drama?
BTEC drama allows you the opportunity to explore a wide range of ideas and themes creatively through performance.
You will experiment with theatrical skills and techniques whilst working productively and creatively with your peers. You
will develop group and communication skills and learn how to work within set time constraints.

What will I be learning about?
You will explore plays from a variety of time periods and cultures and will perform extracts from the texts, covering
different styles of acting. You will also demonstrate an ability to devise original work in preparation for assessed
performance, developing technical and performance skills. You will learn about the performing arts industry as a whole
and be able to present findings in both written and practical form.

Where does drama lead?
BTEC drama provides you with the opportunity to be creative and to express yourself. It can help you to become
more self-confident, independent and able to work as a team member. Students who complete this qualification may
go on to study drama at a higher level by completing a BTEC Level 3 in performing arts or an A-level in drama and
theatre studies, which could in turn lead to a degree in performing arts, theatre or acting. This qualification has many
transferable skills and would support students who wish to pursue a variety of careers outside of the arts..

How will I be assessed?
Assessment is measured in 3 components:
1. Exploring the Performing Arts - (Internally assessed)
Learning aims:
• Examine professional practitioners’ performance work
• Explore the interrelationships between constituent features of existing performance material
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For component 1 you will be assessed on your core knowledge and understanding of performance styles, practitioner’s
roles and responsibilities and their skills and techniques. You will also be assessed on your development and application
of practical and interpretive skills in drama, through workshops and classes, and your written and verbal reflective
practice of the process in either a presentation or extended writing task.
2. Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing Arts - (Internally assessed)
Learning aims:
• Develop skills and techniques for performance
• Apply skills and techniques in rehearsal and performance
• Review own development and performance
For component 2 you will be assessed on the development of your acting skills and technique, your ability to apply
acting skills in class and within performances, and your ability to evaluate your own development.
3. Performing to a brief - (Externally assessed)
Learning aims:
• Understand how to respond to a brief
• Select and develop skills and techniques in response to a brief
• Apply skills and techniques in a workshop performance in response to a brief
• Evaluate the development process and outcome in response to a brief
For component 3 you will be assessed on your ability to apply skills and techniques creatively to a workshop
performance for a selected audience. You will be given a brief and a stimulus from the exam board and will have up to 3
hours to create a performance in group sizes of 3-7. This will be completed under supervised conditions and performed
to an examiner from Edexcel as well as your class teacher.
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Food Preparation and Nutrition
Why is it important to study food preparation and nutrition?
By studying GCSE food preparation and nutrition you will:
• Demonstrate effective and safe cooking skills
• Understand the relationship between diet, nutrition and health
• Understand the economic, environmental, ethical and socio-cultural influences on food availability, production
processes, diet and health choices
• Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of food safety considerations when preparing, processing, storing,
cooking and serving food
• Understand and explore a range of ingredients and processes from different culinary traditions (traditional
British and international) to inspire new ideas or modify existing recipes
These skills will be beneficial to you throughout your own life in order to maintain a healthy balanced diet.

What will I be learning about?
Topics include:
• Food commodities
• Principles of nutrition
• Diet and good health
• The science of food
• Where food comes from
• Cooking and food preparation

Where does food preparation and nutrition lead?
This course could lead onto further study in the subject area and provides an excellent grounding for any career
related to food and nutrition such as baker, chef, cook, restaurant manager, sommelier, events organiser, waitress or in
customer service. It could also lead you into teaching of the subject, dietetics, or any nutrition related qualification.
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How will I be assessed?
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes (50% of overall qualification)
Section A: Questions based on stimulus material.
Section B: Structured, short and extended response questions to assess content related to food preparation
and nutrition.
Assessment 1: The Food Investigation Assessment
A scientific food investigation which will assess the learner’s knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to scientific
principles underlying the preparation and cooking of food.
Assessment 2: The Food Preparation Assessment
Prepare, cook and present a menu which assesses the learner’s knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to the
planning, preparation, cooking and presentation of food.
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Graphic Communication
Why is it important to study graphic communication?
It is hard to imagine any aspect of our lives that is not influenced or affected by graphic products. From what we wear
to what we eat, designers are using graphic products to persuade, sell and communicate many things.
Books, newspapers and magazines, advertisements, CD inlays, calendars, sales brochures, tickets, stamps, banknotes,
packaging, cards, and shop and road signs are just a few examples of graphic products. Graphic products can be 2
dimensional (2D) or 3 dimensional (3D). They are nearly always manufactured from papers, boards and plastics.

What will I be learning about?
Throughout your GCSE graphic communication course you will develop skills and experiment working with a whole
range of new materials, graphic media and industrial applications. Your aim will be to develop a wide understanding of
graphic products and to design, plan and manufacture a range of high quality outcomes. Use of ICT and CAD/CAM will
play a major role in this course and you will undertake real tasks relating to the work of a professional graphic designer.
Students are required to work in one or more area(s) of graphic communication, such as those listed below:
• advertising
• packaging design
• design for print
• illustration
• communication graphics
• branding
• multimedia

Where does graphic communication lead?
Graphic communication can lead to a range of obvious careers that directly link to the subject such as advertising, art
director, animator, graphic designer, illustrator, printmaker, production designer, exhibition designer, fine artist, interior
and spatial designer, landscape architect, medical illustrator, multimedia specialist, or photographer.
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However it can also be useful with everyday life as it helps you have a greater understanding of the world we live in and
will get you used to the idea of working to set criteria, while still being creative and allowing you to develop your own
visual communication skills.

How will I be assessed?
Throughout the 3 years of study you will be required to create a portfolio of coursework which will be assessed and will
count as 60% of your final mark. The coursework will consist of at least one major project and one mini project.
You will be required to sit a 10 hour exam split over two days, and this work will be assessed and will count as 40% of
your final mark.
There are four assessment objectives which are equally weighted.
AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources.
AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, materials, techniques
and processes.
AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses.
AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates understanding of
visual language.
Each component is marked out of a total of 96 marks. As the assessment objectives are equally weighted in each
component, there is a maximum of 24 marks for each of the assessment objectives. The marks, out of 24, for each
assessment objective must be added together to produce the total mark out of 96.
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Health and Social Care
Why is it important to study health and social care?
Health and social care has been designed primarily for young people who want a vocationally focused introduction to
this area of study. It provides learners with an opportunity to understand the health and social care sector and gives
learners an understanding of how people behave, grow and develop. It also gives learners the opportunity to develop
a range of personal skills, such as effective communication, that are essential for successful performance in working life.
Students will study human development through the life stages as well as local health and social care services.

What will I learn?
The course is divided into units. These include an externally assessed exam and three pieces of coursework. Units cover
human growth and development through life stages, the importance of health promotion, the impact of a balanced diet
on good health, and the values that underpin professional conduct in health and social care professions.

Where does health and social care lead?
Students who study health and social care will develop a good range of transferable skills which would support
progression to any field that requires working closely with other people. Students may go on to study health and social
care at Level 3 or A-level and this could lead towards careers in nursing, midwifery, teaching or other public service
sector roles.

How will I be assessed?
Students are assessed through three pieces of coursework that are internally marked, but externally verified by the
exam board, and by completing one external exam at the end of year 11.
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Hospitality and Catering
Why is it important to study hospitality and catering?
Hospitality and catering will provide you with the skills and knowledge required for life that will help you to maintain
a healthy lifestyle. It will also provide you with the skills to make healthy balanced meals throughout life. Catering
includes many cross curricular skills including literacy and numeracy.

What will I be learning about?
Topics include:
• The structure of the hospitality industry and how it operates
• Job roles and requirements
• Health and safety in industry
• Food and ill health (food poisoning, hazards, the role of the environmental officer, food safety legislation)
• Menu planning
• Nutritional requirements of groups
• Environmental issues

Where does hospitality and catering lead?
This course will provide you with the skills and knowledge required to work in the catering industry. This could be in
the role of a chef or restaurant manager and other roles inclusive. It could also help with careers in the food industry,
manufacturing, product development, food tasting and also working in smaller establishments such as cafes.

How will I be assessed?
Unit 1: Written exam
40% (90 marks) are assessed through an online written examination – 1 hour 30 minutes.
Unit 2: Hospitality and Catering in Action
60% non-examination assessment - internally assessed, externally moderated (includes a 4 hour practical exam).
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Music
Why is it important to study music?
Music is an enriching and engaging subject, offering a unique combination of creativity and academic rigour. Studying
for a music GCSE qualification will allow you to develop and refine your understanding of music, as a performer,
composer, and as a listener. Furthermore, it allows you to explore and develop a passion for music, alongside building
your confidence and communication skills. Ideally, pupils must be able to read music and build performance skills to at
least a grade 3 standard.

What will I be learning about?
You will learn about music and develop the three core skills of Performing, Composing and Appraising through four
areas of study. The four areas of study are Musical Forms and Devices, Music for Ensemble, Film Music and Popular Music.
During the course, you will study two set works in depth; currently Eine Kleine Nachtmusik by Mozart and Since You’ve
Been Gone by Rainbow. This will be in addition to a variety of music from varying eras, genres and cultures, including
pop music, jazz, blues, music for theatre, music for film and world music.
The course is pleasantly balanced between practical and theoretical lessons. Pupils will enjoy ensemble music making
and the use of Sibelius (a fantastic score writing programme to support composition).

Where does music lead?
Music GCSE will leave you with a life-long love of music and the ability to perform and compose to a high level. It is a
necessary qualification for anybody who is interested in studying music at sixth form college or university. Furthermore,
the course provides you with many transferable skills, making you an appealing candidate to potential employers, as
well as it being recognised by the top universities in the country.
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How will I be assessed?
Component 1: Performing - 30%
You will need to perform two pieces, one solo and one ensemble performance. In total, you will need to perform
between 4-6 minutes and you may offer more than two performances to make this time up.
Component 2: Composing - 30%
You will need to compose two pieces of music, one free choice and one will be in response to a brief set by the exam
board. To do this, you will be encouraged to use your instrumental skills, musical interests, and have access to specialist
score writing software Sibelius.
Component 3: Appraising - 40%
You will be assessed in a listening exam at the end of year 11, which explores musical forms and devices, music for
ensemble, film music and popular music. You will hear a series of different music examples, and answer questions
evaluating what you can hear.
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Sociology
Why is it important to study sociology?
GCSE sociology helps students develop a wide range of knowledge and understanding about society, and how
sociologists study and understand its structures, processes and issues. Sociology is exciting, interesting and relevant
to students’ lives. This course encourages students to take a questioning approach to evidence and issues, thus
developing their critical and evaluative skills.

What will I be learning about?
You will learn about:
• Sociological approaches
• Society – social structures, social processes and social issues
• Education – the education system, educational achievement, functions of education
• Family – definitions of family, role and authority in relationships, patterns over time
• Crime and deviance – conformity, explanations, use of statistics, impact on society
• Mass media – relationship with the audience, as a source of power, distribution of technological
advancements, the influence of the media
• Power – participation in the political process, the welfare state, social problems
• Social inequality – nature of stratification, inequalities and social factors such as class, gender and ethnicity

Where does sociology lead?
This course leads to further study at A-level and onto university. It develops a wide range of transferable skills
applicable to any career including communication, writing skills, research methods and balancing different theories and
arguments. Careers where sociology is considered useful are any health and social care roles such as nursing, social
work, marketing, teaching, politics, market research and business.

How will I be assessed?
Students are assessed though 100% examination at the end of year 11.
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Textile Design
Why is it important to study textile design?
GCSE textile design offers an exciting opportunity to explore a wide range of creative skills and techniques in the world
of fashion and textiles. You will work with a variety of fabrics and media including applique, 2D and 3D construction
sewing techniques, embroidery and embellishment, printmaking, fabric painting, photography and ICT and will be
encouraged to explore and develop your drawing and ideas creatively.

What will I be learning about?
This course encourages you to take risks and experiment with a range of textile media. You will be researching artists
and designers who use the medium of textiles in their work and using them to inspire your own work. You will benefit
from a range of educational experiences, including viewing textile work at first hand in galleries and exhibitions. In
addition to this, you will exhibit your own work in the annual Tudor Grange Art Exhibition.
Students are required to work in one or more area(s) of textile design, such as those listed below. They may explore
overlapping areas and combinations of areas:
• fashion design
• fashion textiles
• costume design
• printed and/or dyed fabric and materials
• domestic textiles and wallpaper
• constructed textiles
• art textiles

Where does textile design lead?
Textile design supports your development of self–expression, creativity, communication and independence. It can
enhance and build upon your verbal expression and how you interpret values and ideas. Possible careers that stem from
studying textile design include: fashion designer, footwear designer, theatre costumier, milliner, animator, community
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arts worker, furniture designer/restorer, graphic designer, illustrator, product designer, make-up artist, photographer,
fine artist, production designer in theatre/television/film or interior designer.

How will I be assessed?
Throughout the 3 years of study you will be required to create a portfolio of coursework which will be assessed and will
count as 60% of your final mark. The coursework will consist of at least one major project and one mini project.
You will be required to sit a 10 hour exam split over two days, and this work will be assessed and will count as 40% of
your final mark.
There are four assessment objectives which are equally weighted.
AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources.
AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, materials, techniques
and processes.
AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses.
AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates understanding of
visual language.
Each component is marked out of a total of 96 marks. As the assessment objectives are equally weighted in each
component, there is a maximum of 24 marks for each of the assessment objectives. The marks, out of 24, for each
assessment objective must be added together to produce the total mark out of 96.
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Preparing young people to play an active part in a technologically
mature society by providing them with exceptionally high level skills,
qualifications and attitudes that will benefit themselves and a wider
community in an internationally competitive world.
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